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MINUTES OF THE GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

17145 MAUMEE AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN ON MONDAY, JULY 11, 2022.   

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Tomkowiak, Council Members Fries, Juip, Parthum, Thomas, Walsh  

 

In Attendance: City Clerk Arthurs, Attorney Kennedy, Finance Director Kleinow, Public Safety Director Alcorn, 

Parks and Recreation Coordinator Jenzen and Main Street Director Willcock. 

 

The Mayor then led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

SETTING THE AGENDA 

 

City Clerk Arthurs stated that the agenda has been revised to include Item 5e, an amendment to the Road and 

Sewer Program contract and the closed session was removed.  Revised agendas were made available to the 

City Council and the public. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Fries, to approve the Consent Agenda 

consisting of the following: 

 

1. Minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on June 20, 2022. 
 

 2. Invoices 

  a) Fildew Hinks - Legal Services, May 2022, $5,700.56 

           b) Great Lakes Water Authority - Sewage, June 2022, $74,100 

           c) Anderson, Eckstein, & Westrick, Inc. 

               - 2021 Street Improvement Program, 5/9/22 – 6/5/22, $21,807.72 

           d) Topco America, LLC - Pistols, June 2022, $25,884.60 

           e) On Duty Gear, LLC - Bullet Proof Vests, June 2022, $21,735 

          f)  Motorola Solutions 

               - Prep Radios, May 2022, $8,502.90 

               - In-Station Radio, June 2022, $5,104.50 

           g) Apollo Fire Equipment - MSA SCBA Bottles, June 2022, $9,760 

           h) Arbor Pro - Tree Trimming, June 2022, $5,047 

           i)  City of Grosse Pointe Farms - Purchased Water, April 2022 – June 2022, $223,908.38 

           j)  GFL - Recycling, July 2022, $13,440 

 

 3. Approval of the purchase of bulk salt in the State contract amount of $53.45 per ton. 

4. Approval of 2023 allocation of $14,521 in Municipal and Community Credit funds to Pointe Area 

Assisted Transportation System (PAATS) and authorize the Assistant City Manager/Clerk to 

execute the agreement. 

5. Approval of the Special Event Application for Main Street Grosse Pointe’s “The Streetside Sale-

ebration” to be held August 19-20, 2022. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 
RESOLUTION HONORING COUNCIL MEMBER JOHN STEMPFLE 

 

Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Fries, to adopt the following resolution: 
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WHEREAS, John Stempfle has faithfully served the citizens of the City of Grosse Pointe as City Council Member 

since 2003;  

 

WHEREAS, Council Member Stempfle served as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning 

Commission, and has also served as City Council Representative to the Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Committee, Beautification Commission, and City Election Commission, prior to the City charter amendment; and 

 

WHEREAS, Council Member Stempfle worked diligently with fellow Council Members and civic groups on many 

projects such as the progressive development of Kercheval Place in The Village, the construction of a new City 

parking structure, several Master Plan updates, the creation of the Grosse Pointe Downtown Development 

Authority, now Main Street Grosse Pointe, the renaming of the City Marina to honor long-time Mayor Dale 

Scrace, the construction of new Public Safety and Public Service buildings, and renovation of the Municipal 

Court and City Council Chambers, as well as many other routine but important Council decisions.   

 

WHEREAS, Council Member Stempfle’s efforts over these many years to keep the City of Grosse Pointe the 

safe, economically vital, and inviting community it is known for, is truly appreciated.  John’s professional expertise 

and contributions as a City Council Member have made a positive impact on the City of Grosse Pointe for years 

to come. 

 

WHEREAS, Council Member Stempfle will retire from Council in July 2022; but he will always be known for his 

sound advice, thoughtful consideration of issues, empathy, and exemplary attendance record.  John 

demonstrated his devoted commitment to Grosse Pointe by missing only one meeting during his nearly 19-year 

tenure on City Council; now therefore be it; 

  

RESOLVED, that the Mayor, City Council and the citizens of the City of Grosse Pointe do hereby extend their 

most grateful appreciation to John Stempfle for his outstanding and devoted service to Grosse Pointe and wish 

John and Mary Ellen much happiness, good health and continued success as they begin a new chapter in their 

lives. 
 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

Mayor Tomkowiak read the resolution and presented the Key to the City plaque honoring former Council Member 

John Stempfle.  Council Members expressed appreciation to John for his many years of dedicated public service. 

Mr. Stempfle thanked the Council and citizens for the opportunity to serve the community.   

 

MASTER PLAN PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

 

It was noted that the revised draft will be made available online and at City Hall as soon as the updates are 

complete.  

 

Motion by Council Member Juip, second by Council Member Parthum, to adopt the following resolution: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that a public hearing on the proposed Master Plan Update be set for Monday, August 15, 

2022 at 7:00 pm in the City Council Chambers. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

MAIN STREET GROSSE POINTE REQUEST – SOCIAL DISTRICT 

 

Executive Director Willcock made the following report: 

 

Main Street Grosse Pointe seeks City Council's approval of a new Social District program for The Village. The 

measure would serve to support The Village's restaurant and bar businesses as they continue to work to recover 
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from the economic impacts of the pandemic, as well as offering an enhancement that may attract people to visit 

and patronize the district and its businesses.  Public Act 124 of 2020 enabled the creation of Social Districts in 

municipalities through December 31, 2024. This proved to be so successful that the bill was amended to 

eliminate the sunset (expiration date).  Social Districts allow restaurants, breweries, and other businesses to 

serve customers in outdoor public spaces, public sidewalks, pathways, and parks and permit open alcohol to be 

consumed in the designated public areas if purchased from a participating licensed establishment. The Main 

Street Grosse Pointe Board gave conceptual approval to Main Street staff to pursue a social district designation 

at its June 2022 meeting.  

 

In a designated Social District, patrons are able to enjoy an alcoholic beverage while strolling within the 

established Commons Area during the designated hours. To consume an alcoholic beverage outside, a patron 

must purchase a drink in an approved cup from a participating establishment located within the Commons Area. 

The purchaser cannot carry the beverage into another bar or restaurant or outside Commons Area boundaries. 

All of The Village’s establishments with liquor licenses are located within the proposed district and would be 

eligible to seek approval to sell alcohol for public consumption.  To have a Social District, the City must approve 

a Management and Maintenance Plan, which was presented and discussed.  It was noted that the Social District 

Management and Maintenance Plan was discussed with various departments to garner input.  Executive Director 

Willcock answered various Council questions regarding the boundaries of the Common Area, social district, the 

suggested times for the district, social district branding and logos. 

 

Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Walsh, to approve the following resolution to 

create a Social District and Common Area in The Village and approve the Management and Maintenance Plan 

as submitted: 

 

WHEREAS, Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 was signed into law on July 1, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, the law allows Michigan municipalities to establish Social Districts that allow for Commons 

Areas where two or more contiguous licensed establishments could sell alcoholic beverages in special 

cups to be taken into the Commons Area for consumption; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Grosse Pointe Village Loop Social District would be created and managed by the City 

through a collaboration with its Downtown Development Authority/Main Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Grosse Pointe Village Loop Social District boundaries are generally Kercheval Avenue 

between Cadieux and Neff, Notre Dame and St. Clair from Kercheval to alley entranceways and 

Kercheval Place; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Commons Area boundaries incorporate the plaza areas on St. Clair and include the 

sidewalks within the boundaries that are not included in the qualified licensees’ premises; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Grosse Pointe will follow all stipulations of Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 and 

follow established best practices in the creation and maintenance of the Social District; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the creation of the Grosse Pointe Village Loop Social District will assist our downtown 

businesses by attracting customers for enhanced shopping, dining and entertainment experiences in The 

Village 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grosse Pointe City Council does hereby approve the 

creation of the Grosse Pointe Village Loop Social District as depicted in the attached map (Exhibit A) for 

consideration by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
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BID AWARD – SIDEWALK REPAIRS 

 

Assistant City Manager/Clerk Arthurs made the following report: 

 

The annual sidewalk program is being undertaken and competitive bids were requested from over a dozen 

contractors.  There are 39 sidewalk slabs, equaling 1,337 sq. ft. of concrete that require replacement.  The 

following bids were received: 

 

Asphalt Control Corp.  $ 9,626.40 

Detroit, MI 
 

James J. Leamon Construction $10,900 

 Grosse Pointe Farms 

 

It was noted that Asphalt Control Corp. has successfully worked on this type of project with the City and is a 

qualified bidder. 

 

Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Juip, to award the bid to Asphalt Control 

Corporation in the amount of $9,626.40 for the completion of the 2022 Sidewalk Replacement Project. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

AMEND CONTRACT FOR 2021-22 COMPREHENSIVE ROAD AND SEWER PROGRAM WITH PRO-LINE 

 

Ryan Kern from Anderson, Eckstein and Westrick, the City’s Engineer, reported on the proposed contract 

amendment.  He noted that last year, after competitive bidding, City Council awarded Pro-Line Asphalt Paving 

Corp. a contract to complete a comprehensive infrastructure project on Loraine and road/sewer work on sections 

of Charlevoix and Rivard.  All of this work has been concluded except for the block of Rivard between Jefferson 

and Maumee.  This work would have been completed with the rest of Rivard, except that conditions on this block 

had significant, unknown, and unique problems with the old concrete base that were revealed when the old 

asphalt was removed. The recommended engineering solution is to remove the bad concrete base and replace 

it with a new base for the asphalt to be laid onto.  Essentially this means the road is being rebuilt instead of just 

resurfaced.  While the costs are significantly more, the new road will last longer.  This change order for $286,442 

is partially offset by savings of approximately $239,000 in the rest of the project. The net added cost is estimated 

at $48,000 above the original contract cost. 

 

Mr. Kern answered Council questions regarding the lifespan of resurfacing versus the rebuilt road, what is under 

the base, the scope of work being under budget and the timeframe for completion. 

 

Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Fries, to approve the change order dated       

July 7, 2022 from Pro-Line and authorize execution by the City Manager or his designee. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
 

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT – COMMAND  

 

The current collective bargaining agreement for the nine Command Officers in the unit expires June 30, 2022.           

A new, three-year tentative agreement ending June 30, 2025 has been reached between the City and the union. 

Highlights of the tentative agreement were discussed 

 

Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Juip, to approve the new tentative agreement 

for Command Officers for 2022-25, as presented. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
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DISCUSSION – RECREATION PROGRAMMING OPTIONS 
 

Parks and Recreation Coordinator Jenzen made the following report: 
 

One of the goals established for 2022 by the City Council was to conduct a review of recreational programs 

offered by the City of Grosse Pointe Parks and Recreation Department.  Potential new opportunities to offer to 

the residents of Grosse Pointe were presented and discussed. The suggestions were separated into two groups; 

those that can be solely presented and staffed by the City and those that can be offered in collaboration with 

other groups as shown in the report.  Council discussion took place regarding categories, programming options 

and Council preferences and top priorities. Ms. Jenzen provided background on several options including 

expanded pickle ball opportunities, library and story time, Plants, Birds and Stars Talks, and Santa for Seniors.  

It was the consensus of the Council that options that can be implemented simply be executed at the discretion 

of the Parks and Recreation Coordinator, with more complex programming proposed for upcoming recreation 

seasons and budgets. 
 

ANNUAL REPORT – URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION 

 

Rick Whitney, member of the Urban Forestry Commission, presented the annual report.  He discussed ongoing 

commission activities such as tree planting, grant applications, meeting requirements for Arbor Day, and 

emphasizing larger mature tree varieties for canopy coverage.  The 90 for 90 Project, “90 Trees for 90 Years” 

coordinated by Re-Leaf Grosse Pointe, and the Grosse Pointe Farm and Garden Club was discussed.  The year 

2022 marks the 90th anniversary of the Grosse Pointe Farm and Garden Club.  To commemorate the milestone 

anniversary, the garden club has donated funds to plant 90 trees throughout Grosse Pointe City, Grosse Pointe 

Park and Grosse Pointe Farms, with the City’s Urban Forestry Commission spearheading the implementation.  

The Council thanked Mr. Whitney for the report and ongoing work. 

 

CITY COUNCIL VACANCY 

 

Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Parthum, to appoint Seth Krupp to fill the Council 

Member vacancy, for a term ending in November 2023. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 
 

Main Street Director Willcock updated Council on the upcoming Music on The Plaza series starting July 14.  

Parks and Recreation Coordinator Jenzen reported on Lakefront Swim Finals which will be hosted at Neff Park 

July 25-27. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENT 

The City Council commented on the following topics: 

 

• Appreciation was expressed to John Stempfle for his dedicated service to the City on Council.  

He will be missed. 

• Appreciation was expressed to the Main Street Director and Parks and Recreation Coordinator 

for their enthusiasm and creativity. 

• The Council welcomed Seth Krupp as the new Council Member.  

 

On Motion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 

 

 

________________________________ 

 Julie E. Arthurs, City Clerk 

 City of Grosse Pointe 


